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It has been a full and fulfilling year and Gumboots would like to thank all our donors 
and volunteers for their generous support. Every contribution MAKES A DIFFERENCE. 

We wish you all a peaceful and happy time with your families.

It has been a full and fulfilling year and Gumboots would like to thank all our donors 

For more information or to become a Gumboots donor, 
visit our website www.gumboots.org.za or phone Jenny Prangley on 082 928 8806

Leratong Pre-SchoolLeratong Pre-School
Leratong
2008 has been a good year for Leratong. 
Despite the large increase in enrolment 
from 120 children last year to almost 200 
this year, the high standards of Leratong have 
been maintained through the efforts and 
dedication of the teachers and the wonderful 
support of donors. Leratong continues to be 
a haven of love and support to these spirited 
and beautiful children. To all our donors we 
say a big thank you.

DONATIONS FROM BRITA
Leratong no longer exists “hand-to-mouth” owing to the 
generous support of Brita Water Filter Systems UK, whose 
regular contribution this last year has ensured that in lean 
months the teachers did not go short. This has meant that 
Leratong was able to operate sustainably. Thank you Brita from 
200 small children and their extended families.

Dimakatso’s class is always a bright and happy place 
of learning

Goals for 2009
  Improvements – whilst Gumboots 

provides maintenance of the premises on 
an ongoing basis, there are certain major 
projects that need to be undertaken, in 
particular the re-laying of vinyl flooring 
throughout. The cost of this is estimated 
to be in the order of R60 000.

  Completion of the learning centre 
– the structure is now complete and we 
are in need of furnishing and equipping 
by way of desks, chairs, books and 
computers.

  Family support – there are a large 
number of children at the school whose 
families are in dire need of support in 
the form of food and clothing. Whilst 
we currently provide some focussed 
assistance, there is enormous scope 
to extend this help to families of our 
children.

 Siyabonga

 Enkosi 

 Re a 
leboha 

 Dankie 

 Thanks
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Sigiya SonkeSigiya Sonke

OTHER NEWS
Gumboots is still focused on helping 
as many of the Sigiya Sonke children 
as possible with other issues – such 
as counselling and education. Three 
have been at the United Church 
School this year – Zenzele, Deli and 
Nomsa, and have done really well 
(Nomsa getting the Science prize). 

We are also overjoyed 
that, thanks to two 
more sponsors, 
Alec and Matebogo 
will be going to the 
same school next 
year. This is a huge 
step-up from the 
local Alex schools 
and will make a 
considerable difference 
to their lives in the future.
We wish them all the best.

The Dance Workshop
Most of Gumboots’ collective energy 
since the last newsletter has gone into 
renovating the old warehouse where the 
children gather to dance 6 times a week. If 
any of you saw “the before”, you would not 
recognise “the after”. The space has been 
transformed into a colourful, workable 
and lively environment – a place that 
the children, Jack & Beauty are proud of. 
Beauty says “I just go to sit in the space after 
the children are at school – it is so peaceful”.  
Jack, his family and some of the children 
even spend the evenings there – cooking, 
watching movies and sleeping over!

John and his team of workers have spent 
months getting it ship-shape – building 
the kitchen and study area, sorting out 
the plumbing, electricity, change-room, 
broken windows, dance floor, the stage 
“wings”… and then there was the fun 
part of painting the walls in bright colours, 
hanging posters and decorating the walls.

To celebrate the opening, as well as the 
15th anniversary of Jack’s Dance Group, 
we had a Dance Extravaganza on a 

Sunday morning in November with 10 
different events: dance, song and violin.
It was a truly Alexandra affair – with 
LOTS of people, LOTS of running late, 
LOTS of queues for LOTS of food, LOTS 
of loud music, LOTS of speeches…  and 
then of course LOTS of amazing, talented, 
enthusiastic young people putting LOTS 
of energy into what they do best. There 
were even a few groups who arrived to 
perform on the day that Jack had never 
seen before! So word has spread about 
this new “theatre”.

To all those of you who helped to change 
an aspect of these children’s lives by 
giving them something they are proud 
of – THANK YOU – to the donors, the 
workers, those who came to support, and 
most of all to Jack & Beauty.

(Nomsa getting the Science prize). 

We are also overjoyed 

Alec and Matebogo 
will be going to the 

year. This is a huge 
step-up from the 
local Alex schools 
and will make a 
considerable difference 

From the wings the traditional dancers make a 
rousing entry

The new colourful warehouse was filled with 
enthusiastic supporters for the opening

Always a favourite – the township jive!
Jack says 

“Thanks to 
everyone. We 

promise to look 
after it. ”
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KhazimulaKhazimula

Gumboots Seedbank 
enriches the lives of 
Mozambique orphans
One of South Africa’s neighbours, Mozambique, 
is a country recovering from years of war and 
civil strife which has left hundreds of orphans 
needing care and development. Last year, 
after Sister Myra van Niekerk of the Howick 
Clinic in KwaZulu-Natal had observed the 
success of the Khazimula Children’s Shelter’s 
vegetable gardens, she enquired whether 
a large gift of seeds could be sent to 
Mozambique to establish similar gardens at 
mission centres for orphans. 

One such is the Yoido Mission Centre at 
Kongolote that provides shelter for orphaned 
boys and girls aged between 2 and 12. 
With assistance, they created a 325-sq m 
vegetable garden and two other centres were 
encouraged to do the same. The seeds were 
duly sent to the centres and the vegetables 
flourished providing ongoing nutritious meals 
for the children.
 

This year, once again, the Gumboots Seedbank 
provided more than R1 000’s worth of 
vegetable seeds of every description to 
support the outreach to Mozambique’s 
orphaned children. Khazimula’s John Tungay 
received the following letter: 

“Thank you for making it possible for us to 
have another absolutely amazing outreach to 
Mozambique! The garden is flourishing at the 
Yoido Centre and the local community is eating 
from the garden. We were honoured to once again 
give three shelters a huge donation of maize and 
various vegetable seeds. We pray God’s richest 
blessing on you all as you have indeed sown 
in fertile soil”. The nutritious vegetables now 
produced at the centres have had a marked 
impact on the orphans’ diets. 

Orphaned children of the Yoido Centre in 
Mozambique watering their vegetable gardens

Young and old worked side by side to clear the 
surrounding bush and create the vegetable garden  
at the Yoido Centre

Thank you to the 
donors who have 

supported the project 
and helped to improve 

the children’s lives. ”

“

Orphan Nelson Majola (15) [right], wants to become 
an agricultural engineer when he finishes school and 
to join the Lidgetton “farming family”. Here he is with 

Thandiswa Mvumvu, his foster-parent.

Gumboots Seedbank involved in First-Step Plan  
for youth in agriculture

Following a recent World Congress on Rural Development, hosted by South Africa, the Dept 
of Agriculture has launched YARD (Youth in Agriculture & Rural Development) and WARD 
(Women in Agriculture & Rural Development) to support all young South Africans wishing 
to take up farming as a career. The First-Step Farming and Ecobiz Centres are an initiative 
including the Gumboots Seedbank, to unite government, non-government organisations 
(NGOs) and the business sector to effectively implement programmes with essential financial, 
management, business planning and farming advice from leading stakeholders in KwaZulu-
Natal.

This challenge comes at a time when agricultural production in South Africa has dropped 
alarmingly to a point where the country is no longer a net exporter of agricultural produce 
and is having to rely more and more on imports to feed the population. 

The greatest problem facing most YARD and WARD candidates across South Africa is their 
lack of experience in productive agriculture. As input costs continue to soar, it has become 
imperative that young people are properly trained before the government hands them farms 
to run. Supply of the right variety of seeds for each for each new agricultural operation will 
provide a real challenge for the Gumboots Seedbank in the years ahead.  A “First-Step” farm 
is being planned adjacent to the Khazimula orphanage.
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Other Gumboots and Other Gumboots & Associated Projects 

The Similane Family with their new mother, Kholeliwe

APPEAL – 
support needed

Gumboots is looking to support these 
and similar new projects. Donations 
in the form of your time or money 
would make a big difference. We are 
really hoping to get a larger volunteer 
support base next year.

If you have any spare time during the 
week or at weekends, please give me 
a call – Jenny 082 928 8806.

Ingrid 
This is another Alex Angel – a social worker 
by training, she brought all the children and 
Bongani (Peggy’s sturdy little son) to the 
Kadey Home at Leratong 3 years ago. 

She also looks after many other children 
in her small home. In spite of being very ill, 
Ingrid is a strong and dedicated woman who 
still finds ways to continue loving and giving 
– now in the form of support for the Red 
Roses Football Club. 
This woman is an 
inspiration who 
deserves so much 
more than we are 
able to do for her
at present.

The Kadey Home
This amazing project is fully sponsored by the Kadey Family of Toronto, and one wonders 
where these 7 children would have been had this small safe haven, attached to Leratong, 
not been created for them 3 years ago. They were all orphaned through AIDS, and now 
with Mpho and Sylvia, their house-mothers, they have become a family. 

Gumboots’ role has been to help manage the children who range in ages from 5 -12 (with 
a very new brother of 3 months old). It is not always easy – the children are often very sick 
and on treatment, but they are always cheerful, well fed and clothed – and most of all, they 
are loved. Thank you to Moss Kadey for changing the lives of these young people – you have 
only to see them with him at the Leratong Christmas party to know what he has done.

The Kadey Kids with Sylvia, Joe (driver) and Lucy (volunteer) at a pantomime

The Simelane Family
There are so many mini-projects, families and 
vulnerable children  that we would like to 
get involved with, but don’t have the capacity. 
We are helping where we can. The Similane 
little family is one such group – 3 young 
siblings orphaned and struggling to cope 
alone are now in a renovated house with 
a house-mother, regular food and clothing, 
support and care. 

Thandaza
Thandaza is another little boy that Gumboots 
supports. He has a donor, so has visits, food 
and support for him and his uncle, aunt and 
8 other children in their 2m x 1m shack. The 
children sleep on mattresses on the adjacent 
spaza floor. Thandaza (in front) with his brother, aunt and cousin 

in their tiny space

Every 
contribution 

makes a 
difference. ”

“


