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The Gumboots Mission 

Gumboots helps children in South Africa whose 

lives are disadvantaged by poverty and AIDS 

The Gumboots Goals 

1. To empower children through education, both formal and 

informal, whilst also ensuring that their basic needs are met 

by providing food, shelter, healthcare and recreation.  

2. To strengthen and support local home grown projects with 

local leadership and to secure long term funding for these 

and emerging initiatives.  

3. To help strengthen local communities both through finan-

cial assistance and fostering a mutual understanding.  

4. To provide individuals and organisations with an opportu-

nity to be directly involved financially and personally in 

community development projects.  

5. To provide honest and informative feedback on the pro-

gress of the projects and the use of donor money.  

6. To seek partnership rather than dependency, with the fo-

cus being to uplift all involved through building relationships 

between donors, Gumboots and beneficiaries.  
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Foreword  

The Gumboots Foundation was established in 2002 in South Africa and the UK by a 

small team of volunteers.  

In 2008, Gumboots UK was registered as a UK charity and is therefore regulated by 

the UK Charity Commission and complies with UK charity law. 

The UK Gumboots Foundation works with the South African organisation to address 

poverty issues in South Africa namely education, nutrition, empowerment and well-

being.   

Whilst Gumboots UK and Gumboots SA are independent organisations, they work 

closely to raise funds, to create awareness of project needs and to build relation-

ships between donors and those benefiting from the financial support.  

Projects apply for grants to Gumboots UK on an annual basis. Each project applica-

tion is approved or rejected by the board of UK Trustees, who decide how funds 

raised in the UK are to be spent.  

In South Africa, Gumboots SA works with each project in Alexandra Township, to 

provide a wide range of support including fundraising and financial accounting. 

Gumboots SA keeps the UK informed about the progress of each project, and pro-

duces the quarterly newsletter ôThe Beatô, which is distributed to Gumbootsô donors 

and supporters worldwide. With regards to the Gumboots Seedbank in KZN, this 

project is funded by Gumboots UK only, for which John Tungay is the contact per-

son and the seeds are administered by the Zakhe Agriculture College near Howick. 


